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of man’s heart is evil from his youth; nor will I again continue to smite every living being, as |

have done. 22 Qontinuously, all the days of the earth, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat
summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.” ,

‘Goa’ blessed Noah and his sons, and He said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the
land. 2 The fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth
and upqr} every bird of the heavens, in everything that moves on earth and in all the fish of
t.he sea; in your hand they are given. 3 Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you;
like the green herbage I have given you everything. 4 But flesh; with its soul its blood oz;
shall nof eat. ® However, your blood which belongs to your souls I will demand, of evye
beast will I demand it; but of man, of every man for that of his brother I will de’mand tf’g
soul of man, hoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed:; forin the image
of God He made man. 7 And you, be fruitful and multiply; teem on the earth an;i multiply on l?
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5. The Torah places another limitation on man’s right to
take a life. God states that He will demand an accounting
from one who spills his own blood, for a human being’s life
belongs not to him but to God. Though Noah had been
granted authority over animal life, he had no right to commit
suicide; only God has the right to end life (Bava Kamma 91a;
Rashi). Alternatively, this passage refers to a person who
turns over another to be killed by wild beasts (Torah Shele!-
mah 31,21).

mn-Y3 ™ — Of every beast. Beasts, too, are forbidden to kill
people (Rashi), and if they do, they will be killed through Di-
vine means (Abarbanel). Alternatively, the verse refers to
murder, and warns that God will not permit a murderer to go
unpunished. He will be hunted down by wild animals or by
the hand of man (Ramban).

axi 1 — But of man. . . The verse gives other examples
of bloodshed that God will not condone: someone who con-

. trives to kill without witnesses, so that he is beyond the reach

of the courts; or someone who kills his brother, i.e., someone

" he loves so very much that the death had to have been acci-

dental or unintentional. In such a case, too, the killer may
well have a degree of responsibility due to his failure to exer-
cise proper vigilance. Whenever a life is taken, God will in-
flict whatever punishment is merited according to the de-
gree of the crime or the carelessness that led to the death.
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“According to the Midrash, this equates a person who does 10 ,70P 1Y) A2INON TRY 9PN ,1PIYI NPNIINY NAYINN NNYINY
got engage in procreation with one who spills blood” (Rashi 953 NNNIN VYR AR PYDY 125 ,TI0N 0 N ,MNAN 0 N NRIPN
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The Midrash quoted by Rashi makes an incredibly surprising
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statement: How can the Torah equate the sin of failing to have

.

Children with murdering another human being? True. the person - TN OIPN1 DPON IRV PN P 1OV DTN NPT DY TINI00 owpn
who does not have children is guilty of not having brought life into 1531390
the world, but is that comparable to the act of snuffing out an already PHY 22300 DTN YV 18" pey 23 ey D32 97N 72T 1D N PIY

existing human life?

‘The Gemara states in Maseches Niddah,? “The son of Dovid [ie.
Mashiach] will not come until all the neshamos in the ‘Guf’ (room
where the souls are kept) have been used up.’ In sitple terms, this
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means that Mashiach cannot arrive until all the people who are ANAY HY DR N MY DI NIN T3 AWUN DTS MY TN NP1
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purpose, the world must reach a certain optimum state of perfection No7 DTN %355 THBN P IR PTINDY MY D 1B NN THYA RAN3N
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and every individual in the world has his own unique contribution to

make for that perfection to be realized. Therefore, the act of murder (N"9I9Y U N"NN W) 9
(has ramifications beyond being a heinous sin: By removing another |- = -
(human being from the world, the murderer has prevented him from
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making the contribution that only he was destined to make.
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The same tragedy takes place when a person fails to engage in

procreation. The potential children that he failed to bring into the
world had their own unique contributions to make; by neglecting
his responsibility to have children, he has denied the world those

contributions. In effect, he has caused the world to be incomplete.

Thus, while the act of not having children may.not be as severe as the ——
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n This concept can help us understand another puzzling statement: 95 PR DTV R W D3RR oy Mo anK opna YnR avapnr and
Rambam states that the most severe of all sins is the sin of retzichah KU ,MIRAT PPR DONUAR YD N0 mspa mwews 9 nh PR mNnY o
(murder).® This seems to be openly contradicted by the hierarchy L ) i o
of penalties in the Torah. The sin of murder is punishable by sayaf,”

act of murder, the severity of the consequences is the same.
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death by the sword, which is only the third most severe of the four (1
forms of capital punishment.?® The most severe death penalty in =
the Torah is sekilah, stoning, and the second most severe is sereifah,
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The answer is that, as we have seen, the act of murder is indeed s ; InnNM DIPhY DNIRIT Y5 non 1na Yowa Jup ohw xn
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By the same token, it stands to reason that one can cause the 22PN TIT AT anona by oW oon PR KD 1 DR Romw 71 masm

Shabbos desecrator — whose sin is punishable by sekilab® — is
assigned the halachic status of a non-Jew,* while 2 murderet is not
given that status. However, the impact of murder on the world is

indeed more severe than that of any other sin, The destructive effect
of murder, in the removal of a contributor to the world's perfection,
exceeds the destructive consequences of any other sin.

devastating repercussions of a murder even without technically
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committing the act. There are a number of cases in which the

perpetrator of a murder will not be subject to punishment in beis

din — for instance, if he incites a trained animal to kill his victim,*? B UW R R KT PR MO 0 %3 ,Ten K asna mw WR BIRD
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not necessarily linked.
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As little as fifty years ago, people instinctively recognized that
murder is a terrible thing. In this parshah, the Torah emphasizes that
murder is wrong because man is created in the Divine image; hence, a

/ person who takes a life actually destroys the image of God. Long ago, |
this very recognition was an innate part of the human psyche — but
over the past few decades, society’s perceptions have become warped
to the point that it is no longer recognized.

Today, society has made a complete about-face. Nowadays, a
~ berson who feels that it is wrong for a woman to take the life of her
unborn child is viewed as someone who harbors twisted views — even

though a doctor who performed such an act several decades ago would
have been shunned by the medical community. Society has the same
disdain for a person who finds fault with the notion of two people
of the same gender “marrying” each other — a union that can never

¢ produce children. Much of the world today feels that disapproving
of these practices is itself a perversion of morality — and thatis a
fundamental flaw in contemporary society.

The backward thinking of contemporary society undermines the
very essence of the human condition. Today, an athlete can earn many

.millions of dollars every year, while scientists who toil to discover
'~ cures for disease are paid only a fraction of that. What does that

tell us about the value society places on human life? The rampant

devaluing of a human being only setves to extinguish the motivation
for people to perfect themselves, As Jews we must recognize that
morality is not determined by the constantly degenerating societal

are set forth in the Torah.
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PUBLICLY SHAMING ANOTHER Jew is tantamount
to shedding blood (since when one is embarrassed, .
the blood is literally drained from the victim’s
Eace). If son_aeone makes a habit of this despicable

behavior, he goes down to the depths of Gehinnom and has no portion
in Olam Haba.
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Chazal say that “One should rather let himself be thrown into a fiery .

furnace than expose another person to public shame.” They learn this
from the incident of Tamar (the daughter-in-law of Yehudah), who was
suspected of immoral behavior and, as the daughter of a kohen, was
sentenced to death by fire. As she was being set alight, she sent a mes-
sage to her father-in-law hinting that he might choose to admit his part
in the incident and thereby prove her innocence. If, however, he would
not have come forward, she would not have shamed him by giving him
away, even though she would have been consigned to the flames.

@ Midrash Tanchuma cites a similar example (on Bereishis 45:1): Yosef
ordered everyone out of his chambers before revealing himself to his
brothers, to spare them from shame. By doing so he was risking his
life, since at that point Yehudah was furious and ready to attack him.

Nevertheless, he preferred to risk being killed rather than to embarrags
Jhis brothers in public.

Why do we consider death preferable to embarrassing someone pub-
licly? One approach (espoused by the Rashbatz) is that the momentary
pain of death is far less agonizing than the anguish of lifelo;ng shame.

Rabbeinu Yonah takes this a step further, saying that even the pain _

_experienced briefly at the moment of embarrassment may be worse than
death. The Sefer Chassidim adds that, given the choice, the victim might
well choose to die rather than suffer the embarrassment. (Mishpetei
Hashalom 7:24)
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